
  

Texas North Star Sams 
                          Area 17 – 2007 

May Newsletter 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The President’s Corner 
 

Did you know that the month of April was the second month in an early Roman 
calendar, but became the fourth when the Romans started using January as the first 
month?   I love April with or without the storms we have had rolling around our area 
lately.  When April arrives, to me it means it’s time to start digging in the flower beds, 
take out the patio furniture, do some spring cleaning and of course, start planning on 
that vacation trip. 
 
Our April campout was our first official chapter outing to Pilot Knoll.  Despite the 
“northern” like winds at the far end point of the park we had a wonderful weekend.  

T
 
N
n
 
A
s
 
D
C
H
 
 

2
 
E
P
V
T
S
W
 
 

 
 

Del Duerr 
The weather was perfect, the company was great and the food our hosts Darrell & 
ami Patterson prepared was fantastic!   

ot only is everything around us growing by “leaps and bounds” our chapter continues to grow and we 
ow have twelve voting rigs!   

s some of us start our summer travels, remember keep in touch, send home pictures and always stay 
afe. 

el Duerr - homemessages@grandecom.net
ell: 469-767-5201 
ome: 214-618-0043 

007 Officers: 

lected     Appointed 
resident:         Del Duerr                     Newsletter Editor:   Sherry Moran 
ice-President:  Steve Young                 Special Projects:     Pat Foitek 
reasurer:         Laura LaTurner             Sunshine/Chaplain: Tami Patterson 
ecretary:         Jackie Reid                   Web Master:           Tim Moran 
agon Master:   Lew Foitek 
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April Meeting:   
 

Texas North Star Same 
Minutes for April 21, 2007 

Pilot Knoll- Highland Village, Texas 
 

President Del Duerr called the meeting to order at 7:25p.m. She welcomed our guests.  Tami Patterson 
gave the invocation.  The club recited the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.   
 
Attendance:  Duerrs, Helwicks, Mollers, Reids, Pattersons, and Youngs 
 
Visitors:  Pete and Barb Evans, Herb and Sally Ford, & Jerry Jones and Mary Sue Wells. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Del Duerr stated that members need to order their club polo shirts now so they  will have them for 
the September mini-rally.  She passed around a picture of our club logo and an order form and 
asked everyone to place their order. 

2. Del reminded everyone of the mini-rally in Canton  in September. To be able to park together, 
members would have to arrive at the same time, not mandatory.  Parking will be assigned as each 
rig arrives. Dates for mini-rally are September 12th thru 16th.   

 
New Business: 

1. Del asked for suggestions for our chapter trip in 2008.  Sherry Young suggested Musicland  RV 
Park in Branson, Missouri, since it is beautiful and gated.  Dave Helwick liked the Hill Country near 
San Marcos.  Del asked Sherry and Dave to research these destinations and present their findings 
to the club by email. 

2. National Cleanup Day is May 19 & 20.  Since our club will be camping at Mitchell RV Park in Perrin, 
Texas that weekend, Del suggested placing trash bags at the office, and as each camper registers 
they would be given a trash bag by the office staff to use at their campsite.  Each trash bag will 
have a card announcing National Cleanup Day & our chapter name.  Becky Moeller agreed to work 
with Del on this project. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:   
The Treasurer’s Report was passed out to the group.    
 
Secretary’s Report:  Reported by Jackie Reid   
Minutes of our last meeting were distributed to everyone by email, and they appeared in our last 
newsletter.  If you are not currently receiving your minutes and roster by email, please let Jackie know so 
that you can be added to the list.   
 
Wagonmaster’s Report: 

1. Our next campout is scheduled for May 18-19 at Mitchell RV Park in Perrin, TX. (visit their website 
at http://mitchellparkandresort.com).  Our hosts will be Jim & Jackie Reid.  Mitchell’s has full 
hookups.  Rates are $22.50 per day. 

2. Our June campout is schedule for Cedar Mills with the Youngs hosting. 
3. Our July campout is open for now but anyone can plan an informal gathering of the group. 
4. Sally Ford suggested that we look into Burns Run East near Lake Texoma for a future campout.  

She said the park has all drive throughs on the water with nice facilities. 
 
Special Projects 
Jackie Reid has the lap robes in her rig.  We will work on them on Sunday morning after coffee or at our 
next meeting. 
 
Sunshine:  Reported by Tami Patterson 

1. Upcoming birthdays are as follows:  Tim Moran on April 23, Laura LaTurner on April 27, and Becky 
Moeller on May 1.  Jim Bailey’s wedding is May 11.  

2. Tami asked everyone to please sign cards for everyone before they leave the meeting. 
 
 
 

http://mitchellparkandresort.com/


Meet & Eat:  Reported by Darrell Patterson 
Our next meet and eat will be May 2 at the Golden Corral in The Colony on the north side of 121.  Darrell 
asked members to suggest any restaurants that might fit our group for the meet and eat. 
 
There will be no Webmaster Report or Newsletter Report at this meeting since Tim and Sherry Moran 
were unable to attend. 
 
Announcements:  

1. Kathy & Dave Helwick will be leaving on May 11 for Oregon. 
2. Jim & Jackie Reid just learned they will be grandparents in September. 
 

Other Business: 
1. Steve Young asked for a show of hands to offer membership to Pete & Barb Evans.  The vote 

passed unanimously.  Steve also asked for a show of hands to offer membership to Jerry Jones 
and Mary Sue Wells.  The vote passed unanimously.   Congratulations to our new members! 

2. Jim Reid complimented The Pattersons for a great job as host this weekend.   
 
Dave Helwick moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Sherry Young seconded.  Motion carried. 

(Minutes edited by Newsletter Editor)        
  

Past Events 
 

April Campout at Pilot Knoll 
    
We had a great Texas Red, White & Blue weekend at Pilot Knoll, many thanks for our wonderful hosts 
Darrell & Tami Patterson.  They had a busy fun-filled weekend scheduled for us and the food they 
prepared was fantastic. 
 
We started with a barbeque on Friday night.  Yum, yum!  Saturday saw beanbag games being played and 
a piñata was swung at and hit.  The potluck dinner was enjoyed Saturday night and the activities finished 
with Darrell’s great bonfire! 
 

     
 

      



        
 
May Meet & Greet at Golden Corral 
 
The evening started normally enough.  The Evans, the Helwicks, the Youngs, the Duerrs, the Pattersons, 
the Mollers, Tim Moran, and Deb Safholm met at the Golden Corral, on Hy. 121 in The Colony. 
 
We all went through the buffet line and were enjoying the great food spread and each others company. 
 

    
 

    
 
As we ate, several of us noticed that the sky was getting darker and darker outside.  Not only was night 
falling, but severe thunderstorms had AGAIN been predicted for the North Dallas & The Colony area. 
 

 



It started to rain and the wind picked up, west to east, eventually approaching 50-60 miles per hour.    
As time went on, rain started coming in, under and over, the door of our meeting room.  Our dining area 
was FLOODING ! 
 
We looked out the windows and saw that the rain was blowing absolutely SIDEWAYS.  Suddenly, the 
lights flickered out.  After a few seconds, they came back on, then went out again.  This second outage 
was followed by the explosion of an electrical transformer on a power pole in the parking lot.  It was 
strange to see a shower of sparks and transformer debris blowing sideways with the rain, 10 feet off the 
ground. 
 
The Duerrs were planning to leave from the restaurant to RV to Houston.  Wisely, they waited and left 
the next morning. 
 
 

Happenings: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 
 
 

Happy Birthday ! 
 

 
 

May 1 
Becky Moller 

 

Happy Birthday ! 
 

 
 

May 21 
Darrell Patterson 

 

Happy Birthday ! 
 

 
 

May 26 
Greg Duerr 

 
Member’s Trips 
 

Pat & Lew Foitek 
 
April 16, 2007 - We are a little north of St.  Petersburg, Fl.  We have had a great trip so far.  

 
 We were in Vicksburg Tues. and Wed. night.  We toured Battlefield  
Park, saw several of the historical mansions, and the court house (all of 
which played big roles in the civil war era.)  The museum, which was 
once a Coca Cola bottling plant-where the first coke was bottled 
(Atlanta only served it as a fountain drink at the time.) 
 
Thursday, we went to the Mississippi coast.  The beach was beautiful.  
We drove up to Pass Christian which was so devastated by Katrina. It's 
still in bad shape, all the way to Biloxi. Friday and Saturday we were in 
Gulf  Shores, Alabama.  We saw the Alabama Battleship museum. Lew 
was in his element! We spent all day Saturday in Gulf Shores.  I was 

suprised how nice the beaches are there.  Saturday night we got part of the storm that hit Texas on 
Friday.  We just had rain and thunderstorms.  Most of the bad weather went to the north.  Sunday, we 
drove to Destin, Florida.  We were camped on the beach, but it was so cold and windy from the storm 
that we didn't spend much time on the beach. 

 
Lew at the Illinois Memorial at  
Vicksburg, MS 

 
Today, we drove down the coast, stopping at a couple of National Wildlife and nature centers, and saw a 
couple of lighthouses.  It was really nice. 
 



April 22, 2007 - We are in Ft. Lauderdale, and are going to Cape Canaveral tomorrow.  We stayed at 
Fiesta Key KOA for a couple of days, it is really beautiful, but the park has been sold and will close in 
Sept. and will be demolished to build condos.   Key West was nice, but really crowded-especially in the 
historic district.   We had a little trouble finding parking for the truck.  We toured the historic waterfront, 
the lighthouse, Mel Fisher museum, and several other places.  We got to the Hemingway house too late 
to go on a tour, so I didn't see the famous six toed cats.  Most importantly, we had seafood and Key Lime 

pie.  
 
Before going to the Keys, we stayed in Florida City, to visit the Everglades and Biscayne National Parks.    
 

We saw tons of alligators in the Everglades, but not as many 
species of birds as I expected.  We saw egrets, pelicans, gulls, and 
other ordinary birds, but we didn't see any flamingos, great blue 

herons or spoonbills .  We saw lots of mangrove trees, some 
mahogany, and the most interesting tree was Gumbo Limbo with 
very red bark. If you go to Florida City, do NOT go to Florida 
City RV Park.  It is the worst park we have stayed at. 
 
After we drove through the St. Petersburg area, we went to Ft. 
Meyers and Sanibel Island.  There are a lot of shells there, but not 
many large ones.  If we had gotten there early in the morning 

instead of afternoon, we might have found larger shells. 

 
Lew in the Everglades 

 
April 30, 2007 - We visited the Cape Canaveral area, but didn't do the bus tour. It was very pricey.  We 
had a great time in St. Augustine. We toured the lighthouse, the fort, and historic downtown.  From 
there, we went to Savannah.  We loved it there.  We toured the city, including visiting some of the 
historical mansions.  Juliet Gordon Low's house was really neat.   
 
We had lunch at Paula Deen's restaurant.  We had 
to wait in line for a long time.  We didn't see Paula, 
but we did meet her sons Jamie and Bobby. They 
were very nice.  
 
We stayed at Tybee Island (near Savannah). The 
beaches are great, and, of course, they have a 

lighthouse. 
 
We are in 
Charleston now. 
We took a bus 
tour of the city, 
and went out to Ft. Sumter on a boat.  There is so much history here 
(like Savannah) I could stay a lot longer. 

 

 
 
Lew at St Michael's Church. 
(George Washington attended  
this church when he was in  
Charleston in 1791. It's the  
tallest structure in Charleston,  
and during the Civil War it was  
painted black so as not to be  
a target for the Union army. 

 
May 9, 2007 - We have been at a campground near Williamsburg, Va. 
and we were not able to get or send e-mail.  We arrived at Cherry Hill 
RV park in Wash. DC a little while ago, and I'm glad to have WiFi 
again.  We are going to see the sights at the National Mall tomorrow.  
Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Yorktown were great.  We really 
enjoyed them, and learned a lot. 
   
Last Friday, and Saturday we were on the Outer banks of N.C.  Cape 
Hatteras was everything I expected! (The lighthouse)  We saw Kitty 
Hawk and the Wright Brothers Memorial and First Flight center at Kill 
Devil Hill.  We were planning to stay Sunday night, but it rained all 
night and the wind was really high, so we left there Sunday morning.  
The Nor-easter turned vicious after we left, and Highway 2, the only 
road in or out, flooded, and closed off the island.  We got out just in 
time.  The storm is now Andrea. The earliest tropical storm ever!!! 
 



Allen & Laura LaTurner 
 
May 2, 2007 - We stopped for lunch in Tucumcari where the wind nearly blew the door off the trailer and 
it was 58 degrees.  We have fought the wind on the way to Arizona and back.  I’m glad we had our 
jackets because it has been cool most days.  I have enjoyed using the GPS unit and my laptop.  The 
rough roads make it difficult at times to position my cursor, but other than that it is fun.  Thanks for 
introducing us to the Streets and Trips program.   
 
The first picture was taken on a stagecoach ride in Tombstone.  The second picture was taken on my 
birthday at the Grand Canyon following our helicopter ride. Do I still look a little green around the edges? 
 

    
 
Congratulations ! 

Greg and Del Duerr’s daughter Allyson, graduated 
this past week end from the University of Texas-
Houston.   She received her BS in Nursing and 
will soon start working at Children’s Hospital – 
Houston in the ER.  They are very proud of her 
and were there as she received her “nursing pin” 
on Thursday.   
 
On Friday at the commencement, they met her 
with hugs & kisses as she walked off the stage.   

 
 

Allyson is 31 and she and her husband have three 
children - two daughters ages 7 & 4 and a 2 year old 
son.  Ysabela, the oldest, has had many health 
problems and Allyson has spent many days, nights & 
weeks in the hospital with her.   
 
Over the past seven years Allyson saw the care that 
healthcare providers, (i.e. nurses) were lacking and 
she felt by becoming a nurse she could give the care 
that a child should have when they are in the hospital.  Allyson plans on working for a year and then 
going back for her Masters in Nursing Management.  At that time, she will know what her dissertation 
will be. 

 

 



 

Wagonmaster 
   
 

 
Lew Foitek 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sherry Moran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

May Campout: 
  
May 18 & 19 – Pilot Knoll Park in Highland Village, TX. 
 
See www.ntahc.org/northstarsams  
 “Upcoming Events” for more details and a map 
 
June Campout: 
 
June 16 & 17 – Cedar Mills RV Park 
Gordon, TX 
 
See www.ntahc.org/northstarsams  
 “Upcoming Events” for more details and a map 
 

 
 

 
 
 
From the Editor: 

  
Hopefully, you’ve noticed an increase in pictures and trip stories in the newsletter.   
More of you have sent me information and pictures about trips you’ve taken and family 
events you’ve attended.  Yea !!!  I sincerely THANK YOU for that.  This makes the 
newsletter more readable and your sharing is MUCH more fun for everybody.   
 
Don’t stop now!   
 

As you travel in the months ahead, please take time to send me pictures and write-ups of where you are 
and what you are doing.  Please don’t think you have to send long write-ups, I will try to use anything 
you send me.  We ALL like to see what our friends are up to. 
 
Please send any news you’d like included in the newsletter to me before the last week of the month. 
 
Please see www.ntahc.org/northstarsams for a complete calendar of Up Coming Events, pictures 
from Past Events, Profiles of our Members, a list of our Officers, a display of our governing procedures, 
Past Newsletters, the History of the TNSS, and MUCH more.   
  
Please remember to take LOTS of pictures to share with us. 
 
sjmoran@ticnet.com

 

 
 
 

mailto:sjmoran@ticnet.com


The Parting Shot :  
 
A C5 or a 5C ? 
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