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It’s official.  Spring is finally here.  April will be a busy month with two camping trips planned.  The 

trip to the hill country should be fun with a new area to visit and all the wildflowers blooming.  
Texas is so beautiful in the spring that I can hardly wait to hit the road.  Then at the end of the 
April we will visit Choctaw again.  I’m looking forward to the trips and our time together.  

Laura 



 

 

Texas North Star Sams                                                                                                                                                             
 

                                                                                                                                            Minutes of March 10, 2018                                                                                                                                             

Location: Tyler Oaks RV Resort- Tyler, TX 

The meeting was called to order by President Laura LaTurner at 9:28 AM.  Patty Chandler gave the invocation and led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Attendance:  Brede, Chandler, Ford, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Patterson, Tanner 

Secretary’s Report:  Tammy Patterson made a motion to accept the February minutes as presented.  Patty Lutrick sec-

onded it and the motion was carried. 

Old Business: 

 Sherry Moran recommended that we increase our donation to Wreaths Across America from $250 to $300. 

Sally Ford recommended that we give a donation of $250 to the Fine Arts Program at Thompson Intermediate 

School in Pasadena ISD.  After some discussion Sally made a motion that we send a $500 check earmarked for 

the Fine Arts Program to Thompson Intermediate School and Jim Moller seconded the motion.  The motion was 

passed. 

Herb Ford made a motion that we earmark $500 for Wreaths Across America to be paid later in the year.  Stanley 

Tanner seconded the motion. The motion was passed. 

Laura LaTurner gave a report on the mini rally.  A Camping World technician will be giving an afternoon session on 

Wednesday afternoon.  Laura is asking for suggestions for topics.  Please contact her if you have any ideas.  

For registration go to www.texasgoodsam.com/wordpress 

Entertainment will be Shake, Rattle and Roll- Dale Cummins- Lyndy Phillips.  The camping fee for the rally will be 

increased to $22 a night.  Our club will work registration, First Timers Reception, and Taxis.  The rally may need 

help with parking on Thursday afternoon.   

New Business: 

Darrell Patterson suggested that we make an effort to keep in touch with members who lose their spouses and no 

longer camp with us.  The idea was discussed and tabled till a later date. 

Wagon Master Report 

We had 8 rigs plus a visitor for the weekend.  The campground graciously allowed us to use the meeting room even 

though we did not have 10 rigs. 

March 28-April 1- TX State Rally- Reservations must be made on line. 

April 11-15- Big Chief RV Resort, Burnett, TX- You must call the resort on your own to make reservations.  Please 

let Jim know if you are going. 

April 27-28- Choctaw KOA- People need to let Jim know if they are going and what day they are arriving.   

Sunshine Report  

March birthdays- Jim Chandler- 3/22, Marte Keller- 3/23, Sherry Moran- 3/23                  

March Anniversaries- Crums- 3/26 

April Birthdays- Bess Amaral- 4/20, Tim Moran- 4/23, Kathy Brede- 4/25, Laura LaTurner- 4/27 

April Anniversaries- Chandler- 4/3, Tanner- 4/16 

Adjournment:  Jim Moller made the motion to adjourn.  Sally Ford seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned 

at 10:30 AM. 

Submitted by Kathy Brede, secretary 
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Future Campouts 2018 

 

 

 

 

   

May 18-19 Mineola Civic Center 

Mineola, Texas 

Chandler and Lutricks 

June 8-9 Paradise RV 

Bowie, Texas 

Mollars 

2018 Chapter Officers 

President Laura LaTurner 

Vice President Sherry Moran 

Secretary Kathy Brede 

Treasurer Tim Moran 

Wagon Master Jim Brede 

                     Whom we blindly follow! 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

23rd - Tim Moran 

25th - Kathy Brede 

27th - Laura LaTurner 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

3 - Jim & Patty Chandler 

16th - Stanley & Peggy Tanner 



Our April Campout 

Hosts 

Thursday 6:30 p.m. Out to eat 

Friday 6:30 p.m. Brown Bag 

Saturday 9:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Meeting 

Dinner 

 

Sunday  Travel Home Safely!!! 

Campout Agenda 

April Fool’s Day !!! 

 

 



 

I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless infor-

mation. 

 

Keep Ants and Mice out of your RV 

 
 

We’ve all had or have heard about invasions of ants and mice in RV’s.  You can go 

for weeks and months at a time without finding so much as a solitary ant or mouse 

taking up residence in your RV. But every once in a while the inevitable happens 

and they can become an overnight problem.  So what are some tips on keeping them 

under control and out of your RV? 

 

Preventative Steps to take: 

For Ants - Where ever a part of your rig touches the ground – tires, leveling jacks, barbeque hooked up to your propane tank – 

sprinkle the household powered cleanser Borax in a circle around the touch point(s).  Make the circle complete around the touch 

point so critters can’t get to the tire or jack without going through the powder, which they won’t.   Coarse ground black pepper and 

diatomaceous earth (found in the garden section of home supply or garden shops) works also. 

These critters, especially mice,  will look at every place that there is a pass-through from the outside to the inside that mice could 

enter.   Look in your outside refrigerator, water heater, outside shower compartments, and any other place where a wire or hose 

enters your vehicle (especially on the underside or the RV).  Stuff these pass-troughs with steel wool.  Spray foam products also 

work for a while but if there are mice in your area they could eventually chew through.  Mice can get through a hole the size of a 

dime, so plug every hole you can find. 

 

For Mice - To keep critters out of your engine compartment (RV or personal vehicle), sprinkle moth balls or saturate cotton balls 

with peppermint oil  and place in the engine compartment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another recommended product is Fresh Cab Rodent Repellent, produced by Earthkind.  It 

is the only botanical rodent repellent effective enough to be registered by the Federal EPA 

and trusted by licensed pest control experts for both effectiveness and safety.   

Ken’s Korner 



 

 

 

Their pouches (4 to a carton) emit a Balsam fir fragrance good for up to 30 days.  The pouch can be hung in your engine compartment, in 

your RV, or in your home garage.  However, due to being temporarily taken off the market for some production problems this product can 

be hard to find (check Wal-Mart and Tractor Supply- $19 - $22). 

How much do I need to use? 

RV – use up to 3 pouches for up to 30 ft.  Place near water tanks, drains, slide outs, and cushions. Also place a pouch in each underneath 

storage compartment to protect against nesting in those areas. 

Garage – use 4 pouches for up to a double garage.  Replace every 30 - 45 days. 

Auto – use 1 in the trunk, and 1 in the engine compartment (NOTE:  keep pouch away from any hot surfaces).  If infestation is bad during 

storage put 1 pouch under the seat.  Replace pouch when scent has diminished.  You won’t need any other air freshener! 

Is there anywhere I should NOT use it? 

It is not recommended using it anywhere in the immediate area where you spend a lot of time, for example under a couch or bed.  Also, if 

used outdoors, it only lasts 10 days in the heat and rain, so it is not as effective. 



 From The Wagon Master 

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup 

April 2018 

 

 

April 11 – 15   Big Chief RV Resort    Burnet,TX 

There are 13 signed up for the Spring trip down into the Hill Country to see some wildflowers. 

We will have Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Hewitt, Keller, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, 

Patterson, Thomas, and Helwick. The campground is located on Lake Buchanan so don’t 

forget your fishing gear. 

 

April 27 – 28   Choctaw KOA   Durant, OK 

Sign up at the April Meet and Eat. If you don’t attend the Meet and Eat, please email the 

Wagonmaster (Jim Brede) and the Hosts (LaTurner and Thomas) to let us know your plans. 

There is no need to call the campground.  


