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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”

DECEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we end up another year with Texas North Star Sam club, JoAnne and I
have enjoyed being taken in by our group and the great diversity that our club
has during the last four years since we joined. Now that you have elected me President for
the upcoming year, I hope I can follow in Laura LaTurner’s footsteps and help grow our club and have a fun
time together.
We had such a good time at Athens Marina and RV Park for our first visit there in November and hope we can
continue to discover new parks to try out in our near future.
I hope that your families, both near and far, had a great Thanksgiving and wish each of you a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Years.

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS

Texas North Star Sams
Minutes of November 17, 2018
Location: Lake Athens RV Park
The meeting was called to order by President Laura LaTurner at 9:28 AM. Patty Chandler gave the
invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendance: Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Hewitt, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, Patterson, Tanner, Thomas
Secretary’s Report: Kathy Brede reported that from now on there will be two different versions of
the minutes for each month. The first version will report all that happened at the meeting and will be
sent out to all members. The second will leave out specific information about amounts of money
from the treasurer’s report and will be posted in the newsletter on the website. Sally Ford made a
motion to approve the minutes. JoAnne Bird seconded it and the motion was carried.
Old BusinessWreaths Across America- Robert Thomas reported that we will be taking care of sections 12 and
13 at the cemetery this year. We will be moving boxes on December 14 at 9:00AM. We will
be laying down the wreaths on December 15. We will be removing the wreaths on January
19.
The Christmas party will be at Café del Rio (401 S Central Parkway, Allen 75013) from 2-4:00PM
on Sunday, December 2.
There was some discussion about whether or not the group will donate baskets of personal care
items to Lewisville High School this year. It was decided that we will not donate the baskets.
Individuals from the club can choose to donate to a charity of their choice during the holidays
and we will look for other needs throughout the year.
There are large TNNS patches available for purchase. The cost of each patch is $xx.
Treasurer’s Report- Tim Moran reported the year end total funds for the chapter.
Installation of Officers- Ken Bird was installed as president of the club. All remaining officers are
returning for another term.
Wagon Master Report
We had 12 rigs for Lake Athens RV Park.
The campout for February 15-17 will be at Mill Creek RV Park in Canton. The Lutricks and the
Kellers will be hosts. Please call the park to make reservations no later than January 15 and
then email Jim Brede at brede11@verizon.net to let him know you will be attending. If you
cancel 3 days before the rally you will get a full refund.
Dates for rallies in other states- March 26-31- Texas State Rally in Waco, March 31-April 7- Louisiana State Rally in Shreveport, April 7-14- Arkansas State Rally in Texarkana
All members drew numbers and selected which camping trip they would like to host. Check the
website for hosts.
Sunshine Report

2019 Chapter Officers
Whom we blindly follow!
President

Ken Bird

Vice President

Sherry Moran

Secretary

Kathy Brede

Treasurer

Tim Moran

Wagon Master

Jim Brede

Future Campouts 2019

February 15-17

Mill Creek

BIRTHDAYS
December 9 - Jerry Crum
December 13 - Theresa Hewitt
December 23 - Jim Brede

ANNIVERSARIES
December 21 - Marte and Ed Keller

Our February Campout
Hosts

Campout Agenda
February 15-17

Thursday

6:00 out to eat

Friday

6:00 pm Dinner

Brown Bag

Saturday

9:30 am

Chapter Meeting

6:00 pm

Sunday

Travel Home Safely!!!

From The Wagon Master

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup
December 2018.

February 15 – 17
trick & Keller

Mill Creek Ranch Resort

Canton, TX

Hosts: Lu-

The RV park is holding 15 sites for TNSS. You must make your own reservations. Please call the park at 866-599-7275 before Jan 14. After Jan 14, the
park has the right to start giving out any of our unused sites. After making reservations, please email the Wagonmaster at brede11@verizon.net to let us
know you are coming.
For any of our members without a rig, Mill Creek has cottages available for rent.
Call 866-488-6020 for cottage reservations and be sure you tell them you are
with Texas North Star Sams.

Ken’s Korner
I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless information.

Spring RV Checks Not To Skip
Here are several important checks before you take your first spring
trip.
RV Batteries:

Batteries can lose up to 10% discharge per month when in storage, where they normally aren’t

checked regularly. If your RV has been plugged in during storage they should be ready to go. If not, the first step is to fully charge
your batteries. Water should only be added to lead acid batteries only after fully charging the battery(s). Check to see that all terminals are tight

.

RV Water System: System needs to be de-winterized, checked for leaks and sanitized. If RV antifreeze was used
you need to run fresh water through all lines until all traces of the pink antifreeze are removed. Hopefully no antifreeze was added
to the fresh water holding tank. If it was, add fresh water to the tank and run water thru the lines. After the antifreeze has been
flushed, take the hot water heater out of the by-pass mode (if applicable). If the hot water heater wasn’t bypassed flush or drain the
hot water heater. Replace any water filters if removed for winterizing

.

Plumbing – Great time to check for leaks. With water in the fresh water holding tank turn on the 12 volt
water pump and pressurize the system until the pump shuts off. If the pump cycles on and off, even for a short time, there is a leak
somewhere. Locate and repair the leak to take it to a RV service facility to be repaired.

Water Pump – before your first spring trip sanitizing the fresh water holding tank is a good idea.
Add a quarter cup of household bleach for every 15 gallons of water your tank holds. Mix the bleach in a one gallon container and
pour it into the tank. Turn on the pump and run water thru all hot and cold faucets (including any outside sprayer) until you smell
the bleach. Now shut off the pump, close all faucets and let sit for twelve hours. Drain all water from the holding tank and refill
with fresh water. It may be necessary to repeat the process to eliminate all signs of bleach.

Appliances:

If you can connect to an adequate electrical source (30 or 50 amp) power on all

electrical appliances and test for operation (water heater, microwave, refrigerator, etc). Be sure your hot water heater is full of water
before testing.

LP Gas System:

If you have LP gas in your tank(s) open gas tank valve and check the operation of all LP gas fired

appliances (hot water heater, furnace, refrigerator, etc). Be sure your hot water heater is full of water before testing. If any LP appliance is
not working properly look for insects that may have built nest that affect operation. A LP leak and pressure test should be performed annually by an authorized repair facility.

Tires:

RV tires can lose 2-3 psi a month.

Check the pressure in all tires with a quality tire inflation gauge and adjust

to the manufacturer’s recommendation based on load. Don’t forget the spare on the RV (and tow vehicle).

Power Train and Generator (if applicable):

Check all fluid levels.

Inspect the gen-

erator exhaust system for any damage prior to starting. If the generator wasn’t run during storage start and run it for about two hours with at
least a half-rated load. If you failed to use a fuel stabilizer and it won’t start or surges after started have it checked by an authorized repair
facility

Seams and Sealants:

Now is a good time to check, especially if your RV was stored out-

side. Inspect all roof and body seams for signs of cracking or damage. Reseal as needed. It’s important to refer to your owner’s manual
for sealants compatible with different types of seams and sealants. Be extremely careful while working on the RV roof. That ground is not
soft below!

Safety Stuff:

Re-install any dry cell batteries or fuses removed during storage. If batteries were not removed from safety de-

vices replace them with new batteries. Test the carbon monoxide detector, smoke alarm(s), and LP gas leak detectors. Inspect all fire extinguishers to make sure they are fully charged. If you have dry powder fire extinguishers, shake and tap them on the bottom to release any
settled powder.
You can add to this list to tailor it to your own specific needs to prep for spring travel.

Favorite Campout Recipes
Instant Pot Chicken Spaghetti
Ingredients
1 pound cubed chicken
½ onion diced
2 stalks celery, diced
½ pkg noodles
1 bell pepper, diced
1 cup chicken broth
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1 can mushroom soup
1 tsp season salt
1/2 tsp pepper
½ cup milk
1 cup grated cheese
Instructions
Place your pot on saute, Add chicken, spices, and olive oil.
Saute about 2-3 minutes until the outside of the chicken is white.
Add noodles, broth, soup, milk and veggies.
Stir everything together, make sure to coat the noodles.
Cook on manual high pressure for 5 minutes.
Do a quick release. Stir in cheese.
Place pot back on sauté.
Cook for another 2-3 minutes or until thickens. Serve.

