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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”

JUNE 2018 NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Summer is not officially here until June 21, but we are experiencing the 100 degree temperatures early.
From all reports the Mineola campout was a busy and fun time for those attending. I hope everyone will
have an equally enjoyable time at Bowie. Be sure to check the website for the Meet & Eat dates and locations. Allen and I hope everyone will have a safe summer and we will see you in July.
Laura LaTurner

Texas North Star Sams
Minutes of May 19, 2018
Location: Mineola Civic Center, Mineola, TX
The meeting was called to order by Vice President, Sherry Moran, at 6:05 PM. Patty Chandler
gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendance: Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, Patterson, Thomas
Secretary’s Report: Jim Chandler made a motion to accept the April minutes as presented.
Tammy Patterson seconded it and the motion was carried.
Old Business: Sherry Moran reminded the group that the registration for the mini rally in
Canton in September must be done by mail. She handed out pre-registration forms for people
to fill out. The completed forms will be given to Laura LaTurner to mail. No money will be
collected at this time.
Wagon Master Report
We had 9 rigs for the Mineola campout.
Jim Brede confirmed the registration list he has for the campout in Bowie.
Becky Moller passed around a signup sheet for the campout in Bowie. She said that she
would be emailing more information about the campout soon.
Sunshine Report
Birthdays- Sally Ford- June 4, Tammi Patterson- July 6, Robert Thomas- July 20, Jim
Bailey- July 20, Herb Ford- July 21, JoAnne Bird- August 1, Bill Cassidy- August
13, Ed Keller- August 16, Pat Foitek- August 28, Marena Bailey- August 30
Anniversaries- Moran- June 2, Hewitt- June 16, Thomas- June 27, Bird- June 28, BredeJuly 1
Adjournment- Ken Bird made a motion to adjourn. JoAnne Bird seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned at 6:12 PM.
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Future Campouts 2018

September 13-17

North Texas Mini Rally Ford and Bird
Canton Texas

October 19-20

Winstar Rv Park

Brede and Hewitt

BIRTHDAYS
June 1 Sally Ford
July 6 Tammi Patterson, July 20 Robert Thomas, July 21 Herb Ford
August 1 JoAnne Bird, August 13 Bill Cassidy, August 16 Ed Keller
August 28 Pat Foitek

ANNIVERSARIES
June 2 Sherry and Tim Moran June 16 Theresa and Charles Hewitt
June 27 Gayle and Robert Thomas, June 28 JoAnne and Ken Bird

July 1 Kathy and Jim Brede

Our June Campout
Hosts

Jim and Becky

Campout Agenda
Happy Summer !!!

Thursday

5:30 p.m.

Out to eat (Mexican
Food)

Friday

6:00 p.m.

Pizza

Saturday

9:30 a.m.

Chapter Meeting

6:30 p.m.

Dinner

Sunday

Travel Home Safely!!!

Ken’s Korner
I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless information.

New Surge Guard Full Protection Surge Protectors
There have been several recent electrical issues posted on the Texas RV Camping Facebook recently. If
you haven’t “Liked” this page I’d recommend it for several reasons. With the summer heat upon us
several RVers have posted serious issues with electrical connections that could have caused catastrophic
issues to their rig. One device that is always recommended is a RV Surge Suppressor. Surge Guard
company came out with brand new features in February 2018 that offer more protection for your RV
rig.

The new portable Surge Guard units are the 34930 and 34950 for 30 and 50 amp RVs respectively that
offer some great new features in these units.
Most RV electrical protection systems are designed to do the same thing. When you plug them in, they
analyze the pedestal to ensure that there is a proper ground and neutral, no reverse polarity issues, and
no immediate high or low voltage issues. Once the analysis is complete and the pedestal checks out, the
unit will release power to your RV. While running, the unit continues to protect against surges and high
or low voltage issues.
If you own an electrical protection system, then you know that the analysis of the pedestal usually takes
about 128 seconds. You also know that can feel like an eternity when you’re waiting for power. With
the new Surge Guard, analysis of the pedestal takes only 10 seconds. This is a great feature. I know
some RVers like to test the pedestal before they even start setting up their RV, and with this unit you
can do that in 10 seconds flat.

Although RV electrical protection systems have always been designed to protect your RV from bad power
coming from a pedestal the engineers at Surge Guard kept running into issues where customers were having
electrical problems or damage to RV components, even when plugged into a protection system. Surge Guard
started evaluating those cases and realized that the voltage could be good going into the RV, but if the RV had
open neutral, then major issues could occur - and no unit on the market was covering this. So now they do!
All current brands and models of electrical protection only detect issues with the incoming power. The new
Surge Guard detects open neutral conditions inside of the RV, and protects against elevated ground currents
from inside the RV. Now there is not only line-side protection, but also load-side protection.
Open neutral or elevated voltage issues may be more common than you think. Poor connections in the junction
box, transfer switch, or main breaker panel can be serious issues, and are rather common because of the vibration and banging around on the road which occurs during travel.
Another improvement that Surge Guard made was increasing the receptacle brass thickness to reduce heat.
Over time, the brass receivers in the inlet can get loose, and a thicker brass receptacle on the Surge Guard will
help maintain connection in those situations.
Surge Guard also added a locking ring to secure the unit to the pedestal, and you can easily run a cable lock
through it and around the pedestal. You could even chain it, and put the lock through the locking ring.
As far as surge protection, the Surge Guard has the highest level of surge protection of any unit on the market.
The new model has 4200 joules of protection. Its closest competitor is a Progressive with 3580 joules of protection. These units offer the best protection on the market, but they now have the best warranty on the market
as well. The new Surge Guard units offer a lifetime warranty and connected equipment coverage. Surge Guard
is so confident in this unit that they will pay the cost to replace any components damaged due to a failure of
their equipment.
Let’s review the key features of the new units:
10-second pedestal analysis
Patented load-side open neutral protection
Elevated ground current protection on the RV side
Increased brass receptacle thickness to reduce heat
Highest level of surge protection of any unit on the market
Lifetime warranty with connected equipment coverage
Amazon has these available on their website:
Surge Guard 34930 (for 30 amp rigs) - $265.64 + shipping:
https://www.amazon.com/Surge-Guard-34930-Protection-Display/dp/B07BNVKS9F/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1527630168&sr=8-1&keywords=surge+guard+34930
Surge Guard 34950 (for 50 amp rigs) - $373.72 + shipping:
https://www.amazon.com/Surge-Guard-34950-Protection-Protector/dp/B07BNWJVKX/ref=nav_ya_signin?
s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1527630286&sr=1-1&keywords=surge+guard+34950&
Be sure to verify the model number(s) to ensure that you are reviewing the new 2018 models. The new models have the female connector built into the bottom of the units, whereas the older 34830 or 34850 units have a
small pig tail type cord coming out of the bottom of the unit leading to the female connector.

From The Wagon Master

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup
June 2018

June 8 – 10 Campers Paradise RV Park

Bowie, TX

The RV park is holding 12 sites for TNSS. You must make your own reservations by
calling the park at 940-872-2429. Since this is Bowie Trade Days Weekend, please call
ASAP to assure a site.

Sep 19 - 23

Mini Rally at Canton Civic Center

Canton, TX

Online registration is not available for the Mini Rally this year. Printed registration
forms may be attained from the club president or downloaded from the website. Completed forms should be given to Laura LaTurner. Of course, you may also register on
site when you arrive.
If you want a site near other club members, please make arrangements to caravan. Sites
are not reserved but are assigned upon arrival.

