TEXAS NORTH
STAR SAMS
March, 2018

Area 17

A Good Sam Chapter

“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”

MARCH 2018 NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We had a great start to the year with the February campout. The first campout is always a challenge because of unexpected problems with our rigs. Hopefully, everyone has completed the
necessary repairs.
We can look forward to some new adventures with the March campout at Tyler Oaks RV Resort.
Not only will we visit a new campground, but the Azalea Trail will be taking place that week-end.
We have already received good reports regarding the campground from the Lutricks and Pattersons.

To make reservations for the State Rally go to www.texasgoodsam.com/wordpress . The old website is no longer working. The last day for preregistration is March 12.

I look forward to seeing each of you at the Meet and Greet.
Laura

Texas North Star Sams
Minutes of February 17, 2018
Location: Lazy L RV Park, Sherman, TX
The meeting was called to order by President Laura LaTurner at 9:27 AM. Patty Chandler gave the invocation
and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendance: Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Keller, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, Patterson, Tanner
Secretary’s Report: Jim Moller made a motion to accept the November minutes as presented. JoAnn Bird
seconded it and the motion was carried.
President’s Report
1. Laura LaTurner gave a review of our community service projects for 2017. We helped with Wreathes
Across America and we provided 20 baskets of personal care items for a school in Lewisville.
2. Jim Chandler will be writing a newsletter every month which will include the minutes from the last
meeting. The newsletter and minutes will no longer be emailed to all members. They will be placed on
the club website and everyone will be able to read them.
3. Laura read a thank you note from the Foitek family.
4. There will be a sympathy card available for everyone to sign for the Pittman family.
5. Laura reported on Jim Rich’s condition and asked for prayer.
6. We will be volunteering to do registration, first timers’ reception, and taxi again at the mini rally in
Canton.
Treasurer’s report- Tim Moran reported that we have $1744.14 on hand. Ed Keller moved that we accept
the treasurer’s report. Jim Chandler seconded it and the motion was passed.
Old Business:
1. Sherry Moran reported on recommendations for donations to charitable organizations for 2018. Last
year we donated to Patriot Paws, Dogs for the Deaf, and Wreaths Across America. A list of organizations we have donated to in past years will be emailed to everyone. Sally Ford will find out information
about a school in Houston that was impacted by Hurricane Harvey. At the next meeting we will decide
where to donate for the year.
2. Kathy Brede will purchase a card shuffler for the club.
New Business:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Meet and Eat in June will be cancelled because it is scheduled right before the trip to Bowie.
Jim Chandler talked about the newsletter. There will be a section of RV tips written by Ken Bird.
Any items to be included in the newsletter must be to Jim before the first of the month.
Tim will have a meeting for anyone interested in an Alaska cruise at the close of our chapter meeting.

Wagon Master Report
1.

March 16-17- Tyler Oaks RV Resort, Tyler, TX- Each rig must call the park to make their own

reservations. Please also let Jim Brede know you are coming.
2. March 28-April 1- TX State Rally- Reservations must be made on line.
3. April 11-15- Big Chief RV Resort, Burnett, TX- You must call the resort on your own to make reservations. Please let Jim know if you are going.
4. April 27-28- Choctaw KOA
Sunshine Report
1. Anniversaries: LaTurners- 2/8
2. Birthdays- Patty Chandler- 2/8, Patty Lutrick- 2/10
Adjournment: Jo Ann Bird made the motion to adjourn. Ed Keller seconded the motion and the meeting was
adjourned at 10:26 AM.
Submitted by Kathy Brede, secretary
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Whom we blindly follow!
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Future Campouts 2018

March 16-17

Tyler Oaks

Patterson

Tyler, Texas
April 27-28

Choctaw RV Park

LaTurner and Thomas

Durant, Oklahoma
May 18-19

Mineola Civic Center
Mineola, Texas

Chandler and Lutricks

Our March Campout
Hosts

Campout Agenda
Happy St Patrick’s Day !!!

Thursday

6:30 p.m.

Out to eat

Friday

6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag

Saturday

9:30 a.m.

Chapter Meeting

6:30 p.m.

Dinner
Grilled Chicken

Sunday

Travel Home Safely!!!

Ken’s Korner
I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless information.

CUTTING DOWN ON RV CONDENSATION
Many RV owners at taking more trips in the Fall and Winter months as insulation of the RV has
been upgraded with dual pane windows to help insulate the rig and better heaters to keep the
unit warm.
During these cool temperatures moisture in the form of condensation can form on the walls,
windows, and inside compartments. Cooking, taking a shower, and washing clothes in rigs
with a washer/dryer can create heat and condensation.
Controlling humidity not only reduces condensation but can also reduce deterioration of wood
and insulation where the condensation collects. According to HVAC experts, humidity (the
amount of water in the air) should be approximately 55%. Anything above will be uncomfortable and help create condensation. Anything below 25% will reduce comfort in the RV. Keeping humidity in the recommended range will help control bacteria, fungi, and asthma.
Humidity monitoring devices, that include temperature and humidity (inside and outside), are
pretty inexpensive and can be purchased at Home Depot, Lowes, and online at Amazon and
are manufactured by Davis, LaCross, Oregon Scientific, or AcuRite. These range in price from
$15 – 175.

Controlling Condensation:
With improved construction methods RVs are becoming more airtight which prevents moist air
from getting out of your trailer/coach. The best was to reduce condensation if to provide some
ventilation for the warm, moist air to escape. Metal framework around windows, doors, and
roof vents will conduct the cold air and create moisture. (Everyone that camped at Lazy L RV
Park in February sure noticed this!) This can create fogged up windows, wet walls, and damp
closets that can quickly create mold and mildew. In severe cases, interior walls can create dry
rot with extensive damage to the wood and insulation.

RV Outlets Not Working: Troubleshooting Tips and Precautions
Issue: Several outlets are not working in your RV, while others are OK. A check of fuses and circuit
breakers shows all is OK.

What to Do:
Use a non-contact voltage tester found in most hardware stores. This device safely checks for electrical current in a wire, outlet, switch, or an old lamp that has stopped working. Look for one that detects both standard and low voltage. Also look for one that displays electrical voltage by displaying a
light when voltage is present.
Look for GFCI (Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter) outlet(s) in your RV – normally these are located in
wet and damp areas, such as a bath room, kitchen area, a storage bay, or garage area in a toy
hauler.
GFCI outlets can be easily spotted as they have two buttons labeled Test and Reset between the
two plug in areas. Normal outlets do not have these two buttons.
Additional outlets are often connected in a series to the GFCI breaker, meaning if the GFCI breaker
is tripped the other outlets in that series will also be out.

How to Test s GFCI:
Simply press the Test button on the GFCI outlet. You should hear a snap sound that trips the outlet
and cuts power off to the two plug-in connectors. Insert the voltage tester into either of the plug-ins.
Power should be OFF. Other outlets connected to the GFCI will also be off.
Now press the GFCI Reset button and the outlet should now be powered ON. Use the tester to confirm this or plug something into the outlet. Any other normal wall outlet that is connected in series to
this GFCI outlet should also have power. If they don’t then look for another GFCI outlet in your RV
and perform the same tests.

From The Wagon Master

TNSS Wagon master Roundup
March 2018
March 16 -17 Tyler Oaks RV Resort Tyler, TX
The March campout will be at Tyler Oaks RV Resort. If you have not already done so, you
must call Tyler Oaks directly and make your reservation (430-235-2030). Make sure you also
let the Wagonmaster know no later than the Meet & Eat on March 7.

March 28 – April 1 Texas State Rally Waco, TX
You can make reservations for the Texas State Rally online at http://texasgoodsam.com/
April 11 – 15 Big Chief RV Resort Burnet, TX
There is still time to sign up for the Spring trip. We are heading down into the Hill Country in
hopes of seeing some fabulous wildflowers. If you haven’t reserved a site yet, please call the
campground directly at 512-793-4746. This campground also has cabins available. Please
make reservations as soon as possible as spaces are limited.

