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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.” 

NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

          

 

Our final campout this year is scheduled for Lake Athens RV Resort and we look forward to en-
joying the East Texas fall foliage.  I hope everyone can join us for the Thanksgiving celebration.   

             



 

 

The past three years as President have been eventful and rewarding.  Thank you for the vote of con-
fidence and your encouraging words.   I believe Ken Bird will be an excellent President and I gladly 
relinquish all my files and presidential paraphernalia to him.  Thank you also to the other officers and 
volunteers who serve our club.  We are blessed to have such a wonderful group of members.   

 

Sincerely,  

Laura LaTurner   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Have a blessed Thanksgiving” 



 

 

Texas North Star Sams    
                                                                                                                                                          

 

Texas North Star Sams                                                                                                                                                             

Minutes of October 20, 2018                                                                                                                                             

Location: Winstar, Thackerville, OK 

The meeting was called to order by President Laura LaTurner at 9:32 AM.  Patty Chandler gave the 

invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Attendance:  Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Hewitt, Keller, Kellner, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, 

Patterson 

Secretary’s Report: Corrections were made to the adjournment motion of the September minutes.  

It should read Allen LaTurner seconded the motion.  Jim Brede made a motion to accept the Sep-

tember minutes as corrected.  Sherry Moran seconded it and the motion was carried. 

Old Business- Election of New Officers- Laura LaTurner asked if there were any further nomina-

tions from the floor.  Paper ballots were handed out and the vote was taken.  These officers were 

elected unanimously.   

President- Ken Bird 

Vice President- Sherry Moran 

Secretary- Kathy Brede 

Treasurer- Tim Moran 

Wagon Master- Jim Brede 

New Business- Laura gave a report on Wreaths Across America for Robert Thomas.  These are the 

dates- Friday, December 14 will be the day to move the boxes of wreaths.  Saturday, December 15 

will be the day to lay the wreaths.  Saturday, January 19 will be the day to remove the wreaths.  

Laura will send out the website for people who would like to donate wreaths. 

Our Christmas party will be on Sunday, December 2.  Theresa Hewitt will be in charge of reserving a 

room.  The location is yet to be determined. 

Treasurer’s Report- Tim Moran reported that membership fees will be collected this weekend.  He 

will also need a Good Sam’s membership number and expiration date.   There was discussion about 

the amount of money to donate to Wreaths Across America.  Sally Ford made a motion to donate.  

Jim Moller seconded the motion and the motion was carried.  

*financial information was for members only and was edited as appropriate. 

 

 



Wagon Master Report 

We had 12 rigs for Winstar.   

The next Meet and Eat will be on November 7 at Gabriella and Sofia’s in Flower Mound.  The 

campout for November 16-18 will be at Lake Athens RV Park.  The Bredes and the Hewitts 

will be hosts. 

Please call the park to make reservations and then email Jim Brede at brede11@verizon.net to 

let him know you will be attending.  

The campout for February 15-17 will be at Mill Creek RV Park in Canton.  Please call the park to 

make reservations no later than January 15 and then email Jim Brede at bre-

de11@verizon.net to let him know you will be attending. If you cancel 3 days before the rally 

you will get a full refund.     

Sunshine Report  

Birthdays- Charles Hewitt- Nov. 23, Theresa Hewitt- Dec. 13, Jim Brede- Dec. 23 

Anniversaries- Keller’s 50
th
 anniversary- Dec. 19 

Announcements- Tim will collect dues after the meeting.  Please make any corrections to your con-

tact info that will be sent to the state.  Dinner will be at 6:30 PM.  Perspective member Donna Burke 

will be coming at 8:00 PM to meet the group. 

Adjournment- JoAnn Bird made a motion to adjourn.  Herb Ford seconded the motion.  The meet-

ing was adjourned at 10:11 AM.   
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Future Campouts 2018 

 

 

 

 

   

November 16-18 Lake Athens Brede and Hewitt 

   

2018 Chapter Officers 

President Laura LaTurner 

Vice President Sherry Moran 

Secretary Kathy Brede 

Treasurer Tim Moran 

Wagon Master Jim Brede 

                     Whom we blindly follow! 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

November 23 - Charles Hewitt 

November 26 - Dave Helwick 

November 28 - Kathy Helwick 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

November 3   Kathy and Dave Helwick 

 

 

 

  



Our November Campout 

Hosts 

Thursday 6:00 out to eat  

Friday 6:00 pm Dinner Brown Bag 

Saturday 9:30 am 

6:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Meeting 

“Thanksgiving Feast “ 

 

 

 

Sunday  Travel Home Safely!!! 

Campout Agenda 

November 16-18 

 

Teresa and 

Charles Kathy and JIm 



 

I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless infor-

mation. 

 

Essential Tools and Supplies for your RV 

 

We all have ideas of what should be carried in your RV as far as tools.  Paring down your list 

could help lose some extra weight.  Here is a list of the basics that you should consider for 

your RV: 

3/8 inch ratchet and socket set that includes a screw driver with tips commonly used in RV 

construction. 

Standard and metric wrench sets. 

Adjustable wrench, needle nose pliers, regular pliers, vise grips, diagonal cutters, a ham-

mer, and a Utility knife (box cutter). 

Cordless drill and battery charger along with drill bits and nut drivers. 

If you have manual jacks be sure to have a matching socket to use in raising or lowering 

your jacks. 

Battery filler to fill lead acid batteries.  Along with this add gloves and safety glasses. 

Several types/sizes of flashlights, including a good LED flashlight.  Don’t forget batteries if 

needed for non-rechargeable lights.  

Quality air pressure gauge that reads 100 + psi pressures found on RVs. 

Digital Volt Meter to check both 12 volt DC and 120/240 volt AC lines. 

Spare 12 volt fuses. 

Quality Surge Suppressor to monitor for electrical problems at the pedestal. 

Caulk gun with a tube of sealant.  DiSeal roof patch kits 

Ken’s Korner 



Electrical box that includes various connectors, , fuses, a roll of wire, electrical tape,  Teflon tape,  

zip ties, a good wire crimper and cutter, 12 volt test light, and an assortment of nuts, bolts, 

screws, and washers. 

Safety glasses for use when using power tools or checking the batteries. 

Basic road hazard kit with flares or LED warning lights. 

Sprays - slide out silicon spray, Rust.Corrosion protector, WD40, etc. 

Shop towels and a roll of Duck tape. 



Favorite Campout Recipes 

 

Pressure Cooker Applesauce 

 

 

8 to 10 Apples (any kind you like) 

1 teaspoon apple pie spice 

1/2 cup water 

1/4 cup of white sugar  

¼ cup brown sugar 

 

You will set the vent to seal and manually set the timer for 5 min-

utes.  It takes about 10 minutes (or so) for your pressure cooker to 

heat up. When it’s done cooking you can do a quick release and 

carefully remove the lid once all the pressure is done. 

Mash with a potato masher to desired consistency. 



 From The Wagon Master 

 

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup 

November 2018 

 

November 16 - 18     Lake Athens Marina & RV Resort      Athens, TX       Hosts: Brede 

& Hewitt 

15 spaces are being held for TNSS. If you want a site, you must call the park directly at 903-
675-7275 and make reservations. After making reservations, please email the Wagonmaster 
at brede11@verizon.net  to let us know you are coming.   The following have told me they 
have a site reserved at Lake Athens: Bird, Brede, Chandler, Ford, Hewitt, LaTurner, Moller, 
Moran, Patterson. 
 

 

February 15 – 17     Mill Creek Ranch Resort    Canton, TX       Hosts: tbd at November 

campout 

The RV park is holding 15 sites for TNSS.  You must make your own reservations. Please 
call the park at 866-599-7275 before Jan 14. After Jan 14, the park has the right to start giv-
ing out any of our unused sites.  After making reservations, please email the Wagonmaster 
at brede11@verizon.net  to let us know you are coming.   
For any of our members without a rig, Mill Creek has cottages available for rent. Call 866-

488-6020 for reservations and be sure you tell them you are with Texas North Star Sams. 
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