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The nine rigs that went on the trip to Mountainview AR for the Arkansas State Fiddle Championship in 

August will not soon forget all the fun and adventures we had together.  It started with Chris and Judy get-

ting run off the road, missing a turn leaving Lake Catherine’s Landing that resulted in a blown tire, 

“enjoying” the local Gospel Opry show, having a coyote run out in front of Ken’s truck on the way back 

from Blanchard Springs Caverns, sitting around the downtown Music Park in the evening listening to all 

the great fiddle and dulcimer players, finding out that Arkansas restaurants don’t know how to fix good 

Tex-Mex food, and visiting the many artisans at the Ozark Folk Center State Park.  Thanks to Jim and 



Kathy for planning this great trip.  It was a long drive, but well worth it! 

 

At the Canton Mini Rally members from our seven rigs had fun playing the usual games, with several winning 

medals.  We won’t soon forget practicing in the LaTurner’s RV and then performing in the Variety Show with 

our three brave dulcimer players, our two great guitarists, and our backup singers (including Curly Ken), 

around the camp fire at the Hootenanny.   We will soon finish up our 2019 Campout season with upcoming 

trips to Bedrock RV park in Grand Saline, Lake Athens Marina and RV Park in November, our annual Christ-

mas Party, and our participation at Wreaths Across America in December.   It’s been a great year with great 

friends!        



 

 

Texas North Star Sams    
                                                                                                                                                          

Minutes of September 20, 2019                                                                                                                                                  

Canton Mini Rally, Canton, Texas 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Ken Bird at 6:07 PM.   

Attendance:  Brede, Bird, Chandler, Hewitt, LaTurner, Moller, Thomas  

Secretary’s Report:  Patty Chandler made a motion to approve the minutes.  Allen LaTurner sec-

onded the motion and the minutes were approved. 

New Business-    Gayle Thomas asked how many pizzas should be ordered for dinner on Saturday 

night.  It was decided that we would order five pizzas and have dinner at 5:00 PM on Saturday. 

Wagon Master Report 

We had 7 rigs for Canton.    

The campout for October 17-20 will be at Bedrock RV in Grand Saline. Hewitts and Birds are the 

hosts.  Please email Jim Brede at brede11@verizon.net to let him know that you are attend-

ing and what day you will be arriving. 

The campout for November 14-17 will be at Lake Athens Marina and RV Park.  The hosts are the 

Chandlers and the Bredes.  Call the park to make reservations (903-675-7275) and remem-

ber to tell them you are a member of Texas North Star Sams.  Please email Jim Brede at bre-

de11@verizon.net to let him know you will be coming. 

Sunshine Report  

Birthdays- 9/11- Gayle Thomas, 9/20- Jim Moller, 9/21- Johnny Lutrick, 10/6- Faith Crum, 

10/14- Chris Kellner 

Anniversaries- 9/21- Mollers, 9/23- Kellners  

Adjournment- Patty Chandler made a motion to adjourn.  Jim Chandler seconded the motion.  The 

meeting was adjourned by President Ken Bird at 6:25 PM.   
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Future Campouts 2019 

 

 

 

 

   

October 18-20 Bedrock Rv Park 

 

 

 

Bird and Hewitt 

 

November 14-17 Lake Athens Brede and Chandler 

2019 Chapter Officers 

President Ken Bird 

Vice President Sherry Moran 

Secretary Kathy Brede 

Treasurer Tim Moran 

Wagon Master Jim Brede 

                     Whom we blindly follow! 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

October 6th– Faith Crum 

October 14th - Chris Kellner 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Our October Campout 

Hosts 

Thursday 6:00 out to eat ???????????????????

Friday 6:00 pm  ??????????????????? 

Saturday 9:30 am 

6:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Meeting 

Dinner 

 

 

 

Sunday  Travel Home Safely!!! 

Campout Agenda 

October 18-20 

 

JoAnne and Ken 

Theresa and Charles 



 

I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless infor-

mation. 

 

RV Furnace Basics 

One of these days soon the Texas heat will leave us and we’ll be switching off our AC units and 

turn on our furnaces.  The ignition system can perform flawlessly and then out of the blue it can 

totally fail. It can run quiet and purr like a well oiled machine and then start screeching and vibrat-

ing as though it's been possessed and wants "out" of your RV.  

The solution? Simple periodic inspection of your RV furnace will go a long way in averting future 

problems. The older the RV or motorhome makes routine maintenance more important and if it is 

more than five years old your safety depends on it. 

RV furnaces are referred to as forced draft furnaces and are different than the forced air fur-

naces in our homes in that the RV furnace utilizes a separate combustion air blower which provides 

a predetermined volume of air to the burner chamber to achieve ignition of the main burner. Once 

lit the flame is sustained by air supplied by the blower. Adequate return air then is crucial in order 

for the furnace to operate at proper temperature. 
This photo is an older model Atwood furnace blower.  It is often lo-

cated under your refrigerator in the RV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overheating is ultimately controlled by the limit switch which will open and shut the furnace down 

when overheated but the best remedy is to avert the possibility of overheating with a simple 

routine inspection of the furnace. Besides, a hot running furnace will only place additional 

stress on the combustion chamber and burner and a cracked combustion chamber can leak lethal 

combustion gases into the coach rather than the outside where it belongs. 

 

 

Ken’s Korner 



 
 
 
 
Furnace Inspection Checkpoints 
 
#1. Check outside vents for soot 

Soot is a byproduct of improper combustion which means you have a problem. Carbon monox-

ide is the other byproduct of improper combustion so a furnace exhibiting soot at the outside vent should 

be inspected and repaired BEFORE being operated again.  Check your outside vent for signs of soot. 

#2. Check return air vents (inside coach at the furnace). 

Return air vents should be free of dust and lint and should NEVER be obstructed. Remove the return 

air vent and inspect the case of the furnace to be sure it is clean and free of obstructions. If 

there is any dust on the furnace, which cannot be easily removed with a vacuum, or air gun, or it has 

been there for a considerable length of time then a cleaning of the entire furnace is in order. Why? Be-

cause this dust will be everywhere including the inside of the furnace. Such dust can affect electrical 

switches, the furnace blower, and the furnace blower motor. Eventually a dirty motor and blower 

will slow down and the furnace will lose efficiency and if the blower slows down enough the 

furnace will not operate. (Another safety feature incorporated with the sail switch) 

#3 Inspect heat ducts at the furnace 

Heat ducts should be inspected at the furnace first to insure they are properly secured to the furnace 

AND that they are not leaking. Also, check the condition of the ducting. If it is stiff and brittle, it will be 

prone to cracking and subsequently leaking resulting in additional operating inefficiencies of your fur-

nace. Such ducting should be replaced. 

Your RV furnace is the one area in which one should not skimp. Your comfort and safety far outweigh any 

reasons to shortcut here and safety in and of itself should mandate giving your furnace the attention it 

requires.  Your life could depend on these maintenance checks. 



 From The Wagon Master 

 

 

October 18 - 20      Bedrock RV Park     Grand Saline, TX      Hosts: Hewitt and Bird 

Do not call the park to make RV reservations. Instead, you will need to let the wagonmaster 

know your plans … when will you arrive? … when do you plan to leave? I will need an accu-

rate count by October 1 so I can reserve your site for you.  

Consider inviting any non-camping friends to come with you on this trip. Bedrock RV Park 

has a couple of very nice hotel suites for rent on the 2nd floor of the building where we will 

meet. Each room has 2 Queen Beds with private Bath and Shower. RV Club rate is $65/night 

including towels and linens. To reserve a room, call Renee at 903-372-1452 or Tony at 903-

372-1451 and be sure to tell them you are with TNSS. 

 

November 14 - 17     Lake Athens Marina & RV Park     Athens, TX Hosts: Chandler 

& Brede 

For the November campout, you must call the campground directly (903-675-7275) to make 

your reservations. Do it now! It’s not too early.  

 

Another camping opportunity: 

DFW Sams have invited North Texas Good Sams members to camp with them May 4 -10, 

2020. They have sites reserved at Sunset Point on Lake LBJ in Marble Falls, TX. Their 

wagonmaster is concerned that they may not be able to fill the sites they committed to. Cost 

is $60 per night. If anyone is interested, let me know. 


